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Youth and Violence
According to Juan Pacheco, gangs are a product of ineffective communities. Personally, I agree with his statement based on several reasons. Firstly, the increasing level of crime in the United States (U.S.) involving many young Americans has its deep roots in family disruptions. Children are likely to develop criminal behavior when they consistently observe their guardians engage in deviant and violent activities at the family level. Parents’ teachings to children also have an impact on their law-abiding capabilities. For example, some parents train their kids to be interested in financial success for “the reason” that money is the only determinant of life quality. When children adopt this perspective, they might end up in crime if their dreams get interrupted, or in some way delayed.
Secondly, the general society has relaxed its muscles in the fight against social immorality (Brantingham et al., 2020). The collective responsibility of ensuring an organized society seems to fade leaving each parent to monitor his child’s behavior, and apply corrective measures if necessary. However, this approach is not effective since it may be difficult to watch the kids’ behavior when they are alone with their friends. As a result, youths have become more vulnerable to unethical peer interactions which may create crime gangs if not monitored.
Again, Juan’s Pacheco’s argument that gangs issue is a public health problem is true for various reasons. Previously, people viewed gangs as a public safety issue. However, gang violence is as well a public health complication. For example, gang actions and gang power control warfare accounts for many deaths, injuries, and perpetual disabilities (Brantingham et al., 2020). The center for disease control and prevention (CDC) asserted that youth participating in gang activities also engage in health endangering conducts, such as substance abuse and risky sexual activities.
It would be absurd to think that gang activities only affect the youth who are actively involved. According to Brantingham et al. (2020), families face an increased risk of homicides, whereas people in areas affected by gangs are prone to acute stress and other mental health issues. Again, the probably developed sexually transmitted infections due to the immoral sex actions by gang members are likely to spread to the general populations, since gang members interact with the public. In addition, U.S. law enforcement agencies agree that the best way to suppress crime is not by arresting the culprits since it would be impossible to do so. They argue that crime eradication efforts should be connected to capable interventions, competent prevention and society-sustaining investment strategies.
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